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DEFENCES OP PHILADELPHIA IN 1777. 

CONTRIBUTED BT WORTHINGTON CHAUNCEY FORD. 

(Continued from page 250.) 

COMMODORE HAZELWOOD TO WASHINGTON. 

"Bed Bank, Nov* 15 th 1777 
" Sir. 

" Agreeable to your Excellencys request by letter to me 
of 13 Nov 1 , I have inclosed you the opinion of myself & 
Officers in Council of "War held of [f] Eed Bank the 14'" 
Ins*, a copy of which you have inclosed, where your Excel- 
lency will see we are all unanimously of opinion in regard 
to our holding this Station with the Fleet. While we were 
on this business their Fleet came up & attacked this Fort. 
I immediately carried all our force against them, & after a 
long & heavy Cannonading, with the assistance of a two 
Gun Battery, we drove or caused their Ships to drop down, 
but they getting their Ship Battery & a Sloop Battery up in 
the inner Channel close under our Fort Mifflin & under 
cover of all their Cannon & Bomb Batterys, & keeping up 
such a warm & hot fire, it was impossible for the Fort & 
that brave & good Officer to hold it longer, without that 
Ship could be destroyed. I ordered one half of our Galleys 
with as brave an officer as I had, to destroy the Ship & Sloop, 
but he returned & said it was impossible while they was so 
well supported by all their Batterys, so at last that brave & 
good Officer Major Thayer was obliged to set fire to their 
works & quit the Fort. Our Fleet has received much 
damage, & numbers kill'd & wounded, which cannot now be 
exactly ascertained, but as soon as I can get a return made 
out, shall send it. "We shall hold our Post as long as pos- 
sible, & shall anxiously wait to have your answer to this, 
"Whether your Excellency approves of our determination. 
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Our Men & Officers behaved with spirit & bravery. Having 
not to add for the present, am &c. 

"John Hazelwood." 

" In Council of War held on board the Chatham Galley, 
Nov* 14 th , 1777, summoned by Commodore Hazlewood to 
deliberate on a letter wrote him by his Excellency Gen 1 
Washington dated Whitemarsh, 13 th Nov' 1777. 

" After maturely considering the contents of his Excel- 
lencys Letter, this Council are unanimously of opinion, 
That should Fort Mifflin be evacuated & so fall into the 
enemys hands, it will be altogether impracticable for our 
Fleet or any of them to keep their present station, or to 
prevent in such case the enemys raising works at the afore- 
mentioned Fort Mifflin, as in their present situation they 
are within reach of Shot & Shells from the enemys Bat- 
terys on Province Island. But should such evacuation on 
our side, & possession on that of the enemy take place, 
this Council are of opinion, that by the Batterys raised & to 
be raised on this the Jersey Shore on the upper side of 
Mantua Creek, & above that opposite the Chevaux de Friez, 
the passage of the enemys Shipping especially those of any 
considerable force, will be altogether obstructed, as without 
raising, or removing the Chevaux de Friez, it is impossible 
such Ships can have a passage. 

" Much, indeed all depends on our keeping possession of 
the Jerseys, for should the enemy prevail there, it is our 
opinion, that our Fleet will be altogether annihilated, as in 
that ease our retreat & resources will be entirely cut off. 

" Should we be by the enemys getting possession of Fort 
Mifflin, be obliged to retire further up, we have a sure retreat 
into Timber Creek where all our Fleet may shelter in safety, 
from whence the Galleys might in a very short time salley 
out & we trust defeat any light Vessels of the enemy, for 
which the pass thro' in the intervals between the Chevaux 
de Frieze might be practicable, but those Vessels in such 
ease must meet with many obstacles not only the risque of 
venturing thro' almost impracticable passes, but be also 
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exposed to the fire of those large Batterys of ours on this 
the Jersey Shore. 

" We of the Council are therefore unanimously of opinion, 
That on our Forces keeping possession of the Jerseys, de- 
pends altogether the preservation of our Fleet, & conse- 
quently every expectation to be formed from its Manoeuvres 
in future. 

" John Hazelwood Isaac Roach 

" John Rice John Mitchell 

"Richard Eyres James Josiah 

" Thomas Moore Edward York 

"Nathan Boyce John Harrison 

" Hugh Montgomery Robert Hardie 

"Benjamin Dunn William Watkin 

" Thomas Houston Isaiah Robertson 

" William Brown Warner 

" Jeremiah Simmons Peter Bruster." 
" George Garland 

captain craig to washington. 

" Frankford, 15" 1 Nov' 1777 
" Sir : 

" I believe your Excellency may Depend upon the enemy's 

force being drawn to Attact the Fort to day, a very severe 

and heavy firing began this morning about 10 oClock and 

has continued ever since, the Enemy Dread the Northern 

Armys joining your Excellency and have been making every 

preparation to attact before the IS" armyjoyn'd, and have 

not been prepared before today. I have the honor &c 

"C. Craig." 

BRIGADIER-GENERAL VARNUM TO WASHINGTON. 

"Fort Mercer 15" 1 Nov* 1777 6 oClk P.M. 
"Sir 

" The Firing is universal from the Shipping Batteries &c. 

— We have lost a great many Men today — a great many of 

the officers are killed and wounded — My fine Company of 
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Artillery is almost destroy'd — We shall be obliged to 
evacuate the Fort this Night. I am &e 

" J. M. Varnum. 

" Major [Silas] Talbut is badly wounded, Major Fleury is 
wounded also. It is impossible for an Officer to possess 
more merit than Major Thayer, who commands the brave 
little Garrison." ' 

BENJAMIN RANDOLPH TO WASHINGTON. 

" Burlington, 15 a Nov' 1777 
"Sir 

" Being apointed by General Warnan to take charge of 
the Flag with Docter Glentuth, yesterday we atemted it. 
the Capton of the Friggat Rec'd it & detained us til he sent 
it to General How who Return'd for ansur we could not be 
Receved must return back to the warf at Coopers &c. 

" at 9 oClock in the morning just as we got to the ferry 
I heard a univrsal Ratle of their drums in town and all 
moveing downwards below town. I likewise heard from a 
Quaker that Just Left it & the ferryman that brought them 
over, that on the 7 th Inst, the Enemy Brought Stoors from 
their Shiping to last them for two weeks, that they sayd no 
more could come for two weeks after that on aec't the moon- 
light nits, they said they were hail'd by our men on the fort 
three times as they were Passing up. Likewise heard them 
cry out All* well as they Passd, likewise told me the enemy 
ware moveing some Boats down towards the mouth Schul- 
kill. The officer of the Friggot told me they had just been 
sending two floting Batteries down the Schulkill with four 
32 Pounders on board to assist against our fort that they 
ware in want of Provisions but expected their Shiping up 
in two or three days — he wanted to no wheather General 
Putnam was Likely to Join your Excellency soon or not, I 
could not tell anything about the matters of that sort, they 
seamed much concerned it apeared to me. I am &c 

"Bbnj a Randolph." 

1 " Major Ballard carries this." — Endorsement by Brigadier- General 
Varnum. 
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BBIGADIEB-GENEBAL VABNTJM TO WASHINGTON. 

" Woodberry, 15 th NoV 1777 11 oCk A.M. 
"Sir 

" I was a great part of last night in Fort Mifflin ; It is 
greatly shattered, but very defensible, had we the Men men- 
tioned in my letter of yesterday. — I shall send two Hundred 
Militia in this night. They will be able to work & fight 
upon Occasion. — "What put it into the Enemy's Head, I 
cant say. But they kept up a constant cannonade and 
Bombardment all night, so as to prevent in a great Measure, 
the necessary Repairs in the Breaches. — I am under the 
Necessity of beseeching your Excellency to send a General 
Officer, whose concurring Sentiments, or Orders, should he 
be of superior standing, will be very advantageous. The 
Objects here are so various that I cannot fully do what I 
know is essential to the Service. — The Militia are without a 
Commander. — It is very difficult getting Matters done in a 
speedy Manner. I am obliged to attend every department 
myself. — I do not make this Request because I am not fond 
of commanding, — But from a Consciousness that the service 
demands it. We want another commanding Officer of 
Artillery, & more Artillery Men. Indeed, I think a Field 
Officer of Artillery should be here. Capt. [James] Lee will 
do all that a brave, good Officer can, but a Shot may claim ; 
then we should be badly off indeed. I am just informed 
the Shipping are in Motion — Our Battery below has just 
opened. I am &c 

" J. M. Varnum. 

"N.B. — Should the Shipping play upon the Island, we 
must evacuate it, But I am in hopes we shall keep them 
down." 

WASHINGTON TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL VARNUM. 

" Head Quarters, 15 November, 1777 
" Sir : 

" I have received your Letter of yesterday inclosing the 
opinion of Maj. Thayer, the present Commandant at Fort 



364 Defences of Philadelphia in 1777. 

Mifflin respecting the defence of that Post — and am happy 
to find that he and Maj r Fleury coincide in their Sentiments 
as to the practicability of maintaining it in spite of the 
Enemy's Land and Floating Batteries. Their perseverance, 
however, may expose them to falling a sacrifice in case of 
an Attack by Storm, unless the necessary materials be fur- 
nish'd them from your side of the River, for repairing the 
daily destruction caused by the Enemy's Cannon. There 
should be a never failing supply of Fascines & Palisades — 
large Gabions will be useful — and a quantity of earth loaded 
in bulk on board of Flats, will be very serviceable in cor- 
recting the oozy nature of the soil on which they are obliged 
to work. They are likewise in want of Ammunition for 
their 32 pounder, for which they have been obliged to use 
the Cartridges of their eighteen Pounders. — A stock of Fire 
wood, an indispensible Article at this season of the year 
should be laid in at every convenient opportunity, so that 
they may not be deficient in it, in case of the Communica- 
tion between them and the main being interrupted by high 
wind or bad weather. One or two of their gun carriages 
are dismounted, which will require the presence of such 
Artificers as you can spare. M r Fleury seems desirous of 
retaining the Cannon on the Island. I cannot at this dis- 
tance decide as to the propriety of suffering them to remain, 
which must depend upon the State of the "Works, and the 
prospect of reestablishing some essential parts of them. 
Your visit to the Island will enable you to speak decisively 
upon this and other matters of importance. 

" Gen 1 Greene in a Letter received from him this morn- 
ing informs me that the Enemy are attempting to get a 
Frigate thro the Channel between Hog Island and Province 
Island. This passage may be render'd impassable for Ves- 
sels of a respectable size by sinking a hulk there, or throw- 
ing some other obstruction in the ways. It will be proper 
therefore that you should have a conference with the Com- 
modore upon this subject immediately, and consult with 
him upon the best means for frustrating the Enemy's 
Designs. 
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" With respect to the Enterprise upon Province Island 
which I recommended in my last — I must observe that tho 
my expressions gave it a great Latitude and that I proposed 
the ruin of the Enemy's works as part of the End in view 
— yet I should be content if nothing more could be effected 
to have the Cannon of those works, or any part of tbem, 
spik'd. A resolute body of Voluntiers and chosen men I 
still think might be employed with success in this Under- 
taking — and tho the time gain'd by us and the Embarrass- 
ment occasioned the Enemy would not be so considerable 
as in the other case, yet it appears to me worth the attempt, 
especially as by the means of surprise, the service might be 
done before the party could be opposed in force — and at all 
events the Retreat is easy. 1 

Gen 1 Greene in his Letter calls the Channel in question 
the New Channel. I am not certain which he means, but 
you will be able to determine. I am &c. 2 

" G° Washington." 

COLONEL SMITH TO WASHINGTON. 

" WOODBEKKY, 15 Nov r 1777 

" Sir : 

" My Arm will this Night or tomorrow Night permit me 
to take the Command at fort Mifflin. I was there last Night, 
it is now one Heap of Ruin & must be defended with mus- 
quetry in Case of Storm. I presume the Enemy will con- 
tinue to cannonade for four or five days & then they will be 
obliged to storm. When they do, I am of Opinion they 
will succeed. With 600 Men I think we could defend it as 

1 This attempt, suggested in Washington's letter to Varnum, dated No- 
vember 13, 1777, ante, probably led to the proposed expedition outlined 
in Wayne's letter to Bichard Peters, of November 18, printed in Stills, 
" Major-General Wayne and the Pennsylvania Line," p. 105. I can find 
no evidence that the suggestion came from Wayne ; and I think it more 
likely that when Varnum raised difficulties, Washington undertook the 
matter, and selected Wayne as a fit man to lead. He determined to 
await the re-enforcements from the north, and the opportunity was lost. 
This reconciles the statements of the two men as given by Dr. Stills. 

2 In manuscript of Lieutenant-Colonel John Laurens. 
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an Island. Our great dependance must be their being to 
much afraid to storm. I hope it will hinder them from 
the Attempt untill your Excell y can send such Number as 
will give the Men a Relief every 3 Days — in that Case I 
think we might defend it as an Island, & I Hope your Ex- 
cell 7 will soon be able to attempt Something that will hasten 
their Departure to their Shipping — such parties of Men 
would rebuild in the Night what they destroy in the Day. 
I have the Honor &c 

" Sam Smith. 

" Gen. Varnum has been oblig'd to send Cap* Lee to take 
the Command of the Artillery at fort Mifflin. Mr. Comstoc 1 
who took the Command after Cap' Treat was very unfit, we 
want a good Officer & more Artillery Men very much — We 
are oblig'd to fire much Powder away & shall want Cartridges 
for 12", 18 s & 32 pounders immediately." 

BARON ARENDT ON FORT MIFFLIN. 

" As long as we have a design to prevent a Junction be- 
tween the Enemys Fleet and their Army, the maintaining 
Fort Mifflin is indispensibly necessary — not that this place 
in itself hinders the Junction, tho it certainly contributes to 
that valuable purpose, but it gives Security to our Fleet, 
which could not keep its present Station if the Enemy 
should make themselves masters of the Fort & raise bat- 
teries against it — this is the opinion of the Commodore 
whom I consulted upon this subject. 

" Although therefore this post ought to be maintained to 
the last extremity, yet I grant that there are many difficulties 
in the way — the fatigue and inclement weather to which 
the Garrison is exposed, are not the least considerable. 

" The Design of the Enemy seems to be to make them- 
selves masters of the Island, by constant bombarding and 
cannonading so as to ruin the works and either drive out 
the Garrison, or exhaust them by keeping up a fire at night 

1 Probably William Comstock, of Ehode Island. 
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— if however they find themselves disappointed it is probable 
they will venture another attack with Troops. 

" Whatever be their designs, we have only two points in 
view — the Preservation of the Garrison — and repairing as 
much as possible the ruined works. I propose this expedi- 
ent which is not impracticable, because frequently used in 
besieged Fortresses. 

" 1. To preserve the Garrison let it be disposed in the most 
secure places — this has been done hitherto by placing the 
men behind the Stone Wall, but as it is considerably dam- 
aged and begins to fall, it cau't afford shelter much longer. 
My opinion is that the men ought to go out every morning 
at day break, and lie down in order to be better conceal'd 
upon Planks behind the Bank which is opposite to Province 
Island — they should make no fire, but keep themselves warm 
with their blankets, and have their victuals either cook'd 
over night, or on the eastern side of the Island — to keep 
them in spirits there should be an additional allowance of 
Rum or strong-beer — especially as the Soil and Water are 
exceedingly unwholesome — it is morally certain that the 
Enemy will not fire upon the spot proposed, but direct their 
shot against the Port — where there should be only a few 
Centries left, and a few necessary hands to serve the 
Artillery. 

" 2. The Garrison should be relieved as often as possible — 
Gen 1 Varnum says he has not men enough to relieve every 
night, but that it might be done every 48 hours — which is 
sufficient — thus the Health of the Soldiers will be preserved, 
they will not be worn out with Fatigue, and their Courage 
will be renew'd — The Garrison ought always to be 400 strong 
— the Commanding Officer and Engineer ought likewise to 
be relieved. 

" 3. For repairing the works, and in order to spare the 
Garrison, it would be well to send every night for fatigue a 
Detachment of 100 Militia with their Arms, they would be 
so many fighting men — they should carry with them Pali- 
sades, Fascines and Gabions — the work to be done, will 
depend upon the Damage sustain'd in the course of the day 
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— I am of opinion that a Parapet of Fascines and Gabions 
should be substituted to the Palisades, it might be made 
under cover of them, and would be infinitely more service- 
able — they might afterwards be taken away. 

" It has been proposed to construct a battery upon the 
same bank, which I have pointed out above as Shelter for 
the Garrison, — and it is thought that this would change the 
direction of the Enemy's Fire so as to divert it from the 
Fort — but my plan would be inconsistent with this, and be- 
sides many of the Balls intended to take the battery pro- 
posed obliquely and in flank, would go beyond it and batter 
the Fort. 

" 4. I think that the heavy Cannon, which are not pointed 
against the Enemy's batteries, should be removed and placed 
in the battery lately open'd on the other side of the River 
— there they would be out of the reach of the Enemy's 
balls, and would be more dangerous to their Shipping — as 
they would give a plunging Fire — the Commodore is of the 
same Opinion. 

" 5. As to Ammunition and Provision I think a sufficient 
quantity for a few days only should be left at the Fort and 
the rest deposited in some vessel or vessels. 

" 6. For the Security of the Garrison in case of extremity, 
the Commodore should be required to send upon a conven- 
tional signal being given at the Fort, all the Vessels and 
boats to take them off. 

" Lastly to hinder the Communication which still subsists 
between the Army and Navy of the Enemy, and is kept up 
by means of little boats upon which Fort Mifflin has fired 
without success — there is no other method that I know of 
than having armed boats and Gallies stationed in a proper 
place for driving away the Enemys boats. 

"Bar. Aeendt. 

" I have communicated most of these Ideas to Gen 1 Var- 
num and Col. Smith." l 

1 In manuscript of Lieutenant-Colonel John Laurens. The endorse- 
ment shows it to have been written on November 15. 
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SUBSTANCE OF BARON ARENDT'S LETTERS. 

" General Varnum informed me this morning, that Col 
Smith had sent him word by an officer, that he thought it 
impossible for the Fort to hold out longer than till tonight 
— and asked my opinion upon the subject. It was that the 
Fort should be maintained to the last extremity, but that 
the Cannon of the Battery should be brought off with all 
the superfluous Provision and Military Stores — that the 
Cannon brought off might be placed with advantage else- 
where — and that provision and Ammunition for two days 
only should be left in the Fort. 

" I went to Fort Mercer, with a design to cross to the 
Island and resume my Command, but my strength was not 
equal to my Good Will." 1 

COLONEL GREENE TO GENERAL POTTER. 

"Eed Bank, 15 Nov. 1777 
"Sir 

" Since my last the Cannonade has been very severe upon 

Fort Mifflin — this Day the Ships have come as near as the 

Chevaux de Frize would allow them. A floating Battery 

with 18-24 p™ came up between Fort Mifflin & Province 

Island, and the Fire from Them togather with that of their 

Batteries has dismounted all the Guns but two, Almost 

destroyed the works — and have killed and wounded a very 

considerable Number — Among the latter is Major Talbut 

and two Cap" of Co 1 Durkee's Regm't. Our Shipping have 

kept up a warm Fire, and a two Gun Battery about 2| miles 

from this has annoyed the Enemy very much — We have sent 

Boats to the Brave Major Thayer, who has discretionary 

Orders to maintain the Post as long as he thinks practicable 

— that the brave Garrison may have a secure retreat when 

the Post is no longer tenable 'tis too true that the 

boat deserted, another run away the next morning — We 

apprehend Nothing here. I am &c. 

"C. Greene." 

1 An undated sheet in manuscript of Lieutenant-Colonel John 
Laurens. 
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BRIGADIER-GENERAL POTTER TO WASHINGTON. 

[" 16 November, 1777.] 
"D B Sir 

" I am sorey to be the mesenger of Bad news last night 
at Ten oClock our Breve Garrison at fort Mifflin set fier to 
the Barracks and set off to Ridbank this Intiligance I have 
by my express that Brought me the in Closed — I see myself 
that our Barrieks are Burnt and the enemys ships Viglint 
and a sloop are leying a long side of the Island this moment 
I Receved your favour of this day and will observe the Con- 
tents. I am &c 

"Ja s Potter" 1 



BRIGADIER-GENERAL VARNTJM TO WASHINGTON. 

" Woodbeeey \ after 11, A.M. 16 Nov' 1777 
"Sir 

" Agreeable to what I wrote you last Evening, we were 
obliged to evacuate Fort Mifflin. Major Thayer returned 
from thence a little after two this morning. Every Thing 
was got oft', that possibly could be. The Cannon could not 
be removed without making too great a Sacrifice of men, as 
the Empress of Russia, alias Vigilant, lay within one Hun- 
dred Yards of the Southwest part of the "Works, & with 
her incessant Fire, Hand Grenades & Musketry from the 
Round Top, killed every Man that appeared upon the Plat- 
forms. — The Commodore gave positive Orders to six Gallies 
to attack, and take that Ship. They warp'd over to the 
Island, & there held a Council, lost a few of their men, & 
then returned without attempting any Thing, I left the Com- 
modore since one this Morning. He had positively ordered 
six Gallies, well manned, to attack the same Vessel — how 
they succeeded, I am not inform'd, but, according to Major 

1 On November 28 Congress directed an inquiry to be made by Gen- 
eral Washington into the loss of Fort Mifflin, on the river Delaware, 
in the State of Pennsylvania, and into the conduct of the principal 
officer commanding. 
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Thayer's Sentiments, we could have held the Island, had the 
Ship been destroy'd. — I dont think the Shipping can pass 
the Chevaux de Frize while we keep this Shore. — The two 
Gun Battery, near Manto Creek, annoy'd them very 
much Yesterday. It is still firing slowly ; but the Shipping 
having remov'd out of direct Distance, too much firing 
would be Profusion. — We are erecting a Battery, directly 
opposite the Frizes, w"h I believe will be finished to-day — 
I am not of Opinion that the Enemy can possess themselves 
of the Island without too great a Loss. Whether we shall 
keep a Guard upon it or not, I cannot determine 'till, from 
a critical Observation, I shall be furnished with new Circum- 
stances. "While we keep the Shipping down, our Navy will 
be safe ; but should our Defences prove ineffectual, we shall 
take out a Part of their Guns, & let the others attempt 
passing the City. — Our Troops are so extremely fatigued 
that no time will be lost in knowing your Excellency's 
Orders, whether the Troops commanded by Col Smith shall 
remain here, or return to Camp. The Officers seem anxious 
to join the Army, as their Men are much harrass'd — How- 
ever, they have had two Nights Eest, & are necessary here, 
should we attack Billings Port — As a great part of my own 
Brigade have been lost at Fort Mifflin I shall not be able to 
make any hostile Attempt this Night ; but am of Opinion 
that the Enemy should at all Hazards, be dispossess'd of 
this Shore. — We shall want the large Howitz, w c h I men- 
tioned before. 

" Tour Excellency's Letter of yesterday came to me this 
Morning early — I am just told the Gallies last order'd to 
attack the Vigilant, did nothing: That misfortune will pre- 
vent us from keeping Men upon the Island. I am &c 

"J. M. Vabnum. 

"P.S. — Col Greene offered to Officer and Man three 
Gallies, that would destroy the Empress of Russia, or perish 
to a Man. Cap' Robinson, of the continental Fleet, offered 
to go himself & the Commodore proposes a fine Disposition, 
but cannot command his Fleet." 
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COLONEL SMITH TO WASHINGTON. 

" WOODBERRY, 16 th Nov r 1777 

"Sir 

" Gen. Varnum will have inform'd your Excell y of the 
Evacuation of fort Mifflin. I am extremely sorry for the 
Circumstance. Major Thayer defended it too bravely. 

" My party taken (as your Excell r knows) from the pic- 
quet, think they have done their Tour of Duty, & hope for 
your Excell y permission to join their respective Regiments, 
who (they say) want their immediate Attention — the Officers 
have no Cloths with them. My Arm is yet very painful. 
Major Fleury is hurt hut not very much, he is a Treasure 
that ought not to be lost. Cap* [Edmund B.] Dickinson of 
the first Virg* Reg' deserves much Attention — he stayed with 
& assisted Fleury — he is a brave, industrious good Officer. 
Cap* [George] "Walls of the 4 th Virg 8, has distinguish'd him- 
self on every Occasion, for a brave, industrious & prudent 
Officer. Cap' [William Dent] Bell of the 6 th Maryland has 
much Merit. I have the Honor &c. 

"Sam Smith." 

joseph reed to washington. 

" Capt. Lee's Quarters — near Springfield 
" Meeting House, 6 Miles from Darby 

"Nov. 16, 1777 
" Dear Sir : 

" General Green will give you so perfect an Idea of what 
he has seen here as to make any Remark unnecessary from 
any one else. I hope & believe it is not yet too late to give 
the Forts some effectual Relief, but every Moment is precious, 
in the present advance Season & after the Injury so heavy 
a Cannonade must have done them. 

" As I know you are pleased with having the Sentiments 
of every Person who gives himself the Trouble of reflecting, 
I have no Difficulty in giving you mine as to the Mode of 
Annoyance. I am much inclined to think that unless the 
Attack upon the Works in the Islands is either a total 
or partial surprize it will fail — should they take Alarm at 
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any Movement of ours, & throw over a Body of Troops 
on the Islands, the Approaches are so difficult that I think 
the Attack will fail or at least will be attended with great 
Loss. — The late heavy Rains have broke one of the Dams 
& the Meadows are much softer than they were when this 
Matter was under Consideration formerly. — But I should 
hope these Difficulties may be obviated by Gen 1 Potter's 
moving down to some convenient Distance — a Detachment 
of at least 3000 Men moving over to him with Artillery, the 
latter if concealed by a Night march I think the better. 
The Time of Attack previously fixed & the main Body of 
the Army to cross agreeably so as to destroy the Bridge, & 
cut off all Communication of support at the same Time. 
Should the Surprize fail I still think the whole Force of the 
Army may be drawn to a Point so as to make the Islands 
too warm but I think it will be effectual & more likely to 
bring on a general Action which it seemed to be a general 
Sentiment should be avoided, & which I also in our present 
Circumstances am of Opinion we ought not to seek. 

" I shall trouble your Excell y no farther at present. Cap* 
Lee will give you an Account of the Observation of the 
Day, which affords a happy Prospect. I am &c 

"J. Reed. 

" P.S. — General Cadwallader desires me to mention that 
a Party will go from Gen. Potter tomorrow to meet the 12 
pounder & Howitz which are expected for the purposes Gen. 
Cadwallader suggested." l 

1 See a letter from Colonel Christopher Greene to Washington, dated 
Eed Bank, November 17, 1777, in Sparks's " Correspondence of the Eev- 
olution," Vol. II. p. 43. 

(To be continued.) 
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